
Farm Experience Internship 

 

Experience the daily reality of farming, broaden your views and expand your skills through 

this summer course on participatory methods, agro-ecology, permaculture and much more.  

 

  

 

 

 

Course:  Agricultural and Rural Innovation Processes 

Code:   RSO-51303 (Capita Selecta)  

Dates:   5-27
th

 of August 

Credits:  3 ECTS 

Contact:  farmexperienceinternship@gmail.com (regarding the FEI) 

st.boerengroep@wur.nl  (regarding organizational aspects and general information) 

Els.hegger@wur.nl  (regarding Capita Selecta and examination) 
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1. Relevance of the course  

In the Netherlands, and Europe in general, policy advice and research is often disconnected 

from the reality of farmers. On the one hand the knowledge of farmers is not valorised, on the 

other hand the knowledge produced at educational institutes is often too abstract, creating 

gaps between farmers’ needs and research. Within Wageningen University, many students of 

agriculture-related topics have no experience with farms or farming and are not aware what is 

happening in the field. Students, destined for a future career as researcher, policy maker, 

entrepreneur or farmer will benefit from a more qualified professional education if they 

understand and experience the daily reality of a farm. Many universities in Europe and around 

the world have developed courses, internships or projects that allow students to gain practical 

experience on a (local) farm. The results of these initiatives are often very positive, as 

students can connect their on farm experiences their studies and vice versa. Moreover, such 

experiences can reproduce beneficial spin-offs, such as the creation of a farmer-student-

university network, and contribute to the connection of several organizations involved in 

sustainable food production and consumption. It all contributes to a move towards more 

applied and effective research and policy.  

 

The organization of and participation in the farm experience internship will offer participants 

an opportunity to put new methods and approaches into practice. How can we truly work in an 

interdisciplinary way? How to work most effectively in groups with participatory approaches 

and in collective cooperation? These are two of the many challenging questions that will be 

addressed. 
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The ultimate goal of this course is to offer students the opportunity to experience the daily 

reality of farming, challenge their theoretical knowledge and stimulate the development of 

critical and creative thinking.        

 

 

2. Description of the course  

The program consist of three parts: an introductory week, two weeks of practical work on 

farm and three days of collective evaluation.    

 

The introductory and evaluation phase will take place on Organic Experimental and Training 

Farm Droevendaal in Wageningen (Kielekamsteeg 32). During the first week the students get 

to know each other, the organisers and some farms and farmers in the area. Guest lectures will 

be organised to give insights in a.m. agro-ecology, permaculture, farm diagnostics, rural 

sociology, economy, participatory research methods, all in interactive and participatory ways. 

Students will have space to develop their personal learning goals and propose their views on 

the way they want to document their experience (pictures/video/presentation/report). For the 

practical period on the farm, the interests of the students and the farmers will be matched as 

much as possible. Each student will go to another farm. These can be located in or around 

Wageningen, but just as well anywhere else in the Netherlands or abroad. Farms abroad 

should be sought by the student itself.  

 During the internship period the student will be helping the farmer and his family with 

their daily farming activities, adapt to the rhythm of farm life and engage in active exchange 

with the farmer (family) to understand the functioning of the farm and be able to grasp the 

challenges and opportunities of the farm.  

 The last three days, students will have the opportunity to individually reflect on their 

experience by means of a report as well as share their experiences in a collective reflection. 

Farm practices and realities are compared and discussed. A collection of methods is used to 

stimulate sharing and reflection.  



3. Learning outcomes  

After participating in this course students are expected to:  

1. Understand the notion of applied research which supports individual farms or the 

farming sector. 

Apply the knowledge gained during the participatory diagnosis of farm system & 

research workshop while participating on the farm. 

2. Reflect on their own learning style. 

Apply the knowledge gained during the workshop about learning styles and use 

this during the evaluation phase and implement this in a report.  

3. Use a range of learning methods, based on interdisciplinary and participatory 

approaches.  

Participate in the workshop about learning styles and implement this in group 

works and during farm work. 

4. Apply different farming styles and concepts related to agriculture. 

Participate in the presentations of different farming styles (e.g. conventional, 

organic, biodynamic, agro-ecology, city farming, conservation agriculture, 

permaculture). Implement this knowledge in a report by describing which farming 

style fits your farm.  

5. Analyse the farming reality and adapt to this farmer reality and farmers concepts. 

Understand the concept of reality regarding research vs. farmers and try to meet 

these realities in order to cooperate together 

6. Formulate and discuss their opinion and view on (sustainable) agriculture.  

Students are able to achieve their own learning goals and discuss them with 

farmers. Students can critically reflect on the gained knowledge and skills and 

actively use this during discussions and debates. 

7. Be able to gather insights from your farm experience.  

Analyze scientifically your farm with a special focus on; connection with 

consumers (market), nutrient cycle, challenges regarding policies, general 

challenges of the farmer (and how they overcome them). 

 

4. Learning material and resources  

More info can be found on our Website and/or Facebook page. This platform is used to build 

a community and dynamically communicate about the various events organised during the 

organisation of the course. Students are invited to join in the organisation of the course and 

attend a series of evening meetings throughout the year. This Facebook page is also used 

during the internship period to inform students and for students to share their experiences. On 

the Organic Experimental and Training Farm Droevendaal all facilities for workshops, 

presentations, etc. are available.  

 

http://farmexperienceinternship.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/farmexperienceinternship/


5. Examination and Assessment strategy  

The study load of the course is equivalent to 3 ECTS. This implies that 84 hours are spent on 

the course. The table below gives an indication of the expected time (in hours) spent on the 

different parts and activities. Please note that, as the course is about experiencing farmers' life, 

flexibility and adaptation to the rhythm and working hours of the farmer are required. 

Secondly, you might notice that you spend more hours than the 3 ECTS refer to. This is partly 

due to the working hours on the farm which you partly have to see as a life experience rather 

than studying time.  

 

Activity Hours spend 

Participation in the preparatory week 24 

Farm internship 75 

Participation in the evaluation phase 18 

Individual reporting 10 

Total hours spend 127 

 

The examination is based on presentation about the Farm internship (30%) and an individual 

review paper (70%). The presentation is assessed by the other students and the individual 

review papers will be assessed by the Rural Sociology Group.  

 

The presentation will be held on Tuesday the 26
th

of August. The student can choose how to 

present his farm experience; use of Powerpoint is not allowed. The presentation should 

include the following aspects: 

- Description of the farm 

 - Connection with consumers (market) 

 - Nutrient cycle 

 - Challenges regarding policies 

 - General challenges of the farmer (past, present, future) and how they overcome them 

- Personal experience 

- Personal learning goals and outcomes 

- Research questions of the farmer (optional) 

- Critical view on the farm (SWOT analysis) 

- Recommendations for the farm  

 

The review and reflection paper should be submitted before the 27
th

 of August.. The paper 

should include: 

 Research question(s) of the farmer and a proposal how to answer the question(s) with 

applied research. 

 Overview of different farming styles and application of a farming style on your farm 

 Reflection on the different realities of research vs. farmers.  

 Reflection on pre-determinedpersonal learning objectives. 

 Experiences from the farm. 

 Experiences from the preparation and evaluation phase. 

 Conclusion. 

 

Length: max. 3000 words 

Deadline: August 27
st
  



6. Planning of the course  

 

LOCATION of the FEI (unless indicated differently)  

Droevendaal Experimental Farm, Kielekampsteeg 32, Wageningen 

 

 PREPARATION WEEK 4-8 August 

Monday  20.00 Introduction evening at Droevendaal Common Barrack  
            (opposite Droevendaalsesteeg 88, Wageningen) 
 

 
Tuesday 

 
8.00-9.00      Warming up & breakfast (Droevendaal Experimental Farm) 
9.00-12.30    KOLB test + learning styles lecture (Jet Proost)  
                        (learning goal 2&3) 

 14.00-15.00 Ecosophy + argumentation skills (Eva Thuijsman) 
15.30-16.30 History of farming (introduction game by Fanny) 
16.30-17.00 Ending & evaluation within your tribe       
                    

 
Wednesday  
 

 

Different farming styles (llearning goal 4)                                       Bring your bike! 

8.00-9.00     Warming up & breakfast 
9.00-10.30   Permaculture (Fiona Morrison)  
11.00-12.30 Excursion Nieuwe ronde organic&CSA (Pieter) 

 14.00-16.30 Excursion conventional farm  (Kees van Veluw) 
16.30-17.00 Ending & evaluation within your tribe 
 

 
Thursday  

 
8.00-9.00     Warming up & breakfast 
9.00-10.30   Future farmers! (Joris van der Kamp and Juliane Haufe) 
10.30-11.00 Drive to Utrecht 
11.00-12.00 Boerenverstand presentation on location (Marije Klever) 
12.15-13.15 Picknick on location 
13.15-14.15 Drive to de Bolster 

 14.30-16.30 Seeds and breeding workshop/excursion, Loes (De Bolster) 
16.30-17.00 Drive back to Wageningen 
17.00-17.30 Ending & evaluation within your tribe 
 

 
Friday  

 
Agriculture politics (learning goal 7) 
8.00-9.00 Warming up & breakfast 
9.00-10.30 Aarde Boer Consument (Joop de Koeijer) 
11.00-12.30 Youth Food Movement 

 14.00-15.00 Introduction report writing, learning goals &credits, RSO 
(Learning goals 1,5,6)  
15.30-17.00 Gathering insights from your FEI (ILEIA) (learning goal 7) 
17.00-17.30 Ending & evaluation within your tribe 
 

 Dinner (optional) 
 

On Sunday evening there will be Meditation in the Community Garden in Wageningen  

Lunch 

Lunch 

Lunch 

Lunch  



 INTERNSHIP at farm 11-22 August  

 

 EVALUATION PHASE 25-27 August 

Monday  9.00-10.00  Warming up & breakfast 
10.00-11.30 Story telling/Mind map game (Eva) 
11.00-12.30 Writing your story (ILEIA) 

 14.00-17.00 SWOT analysis of your farm (Henk Kieft ETC)  
(learning goal 6) 
17.00-17.30 Ending & evaluation within your tribe 
 

Tuesday  9.00-10.00  Warming up & breakfast 
10.00-11.30 Working on presentation /storybook 
11.30-12.30 Presentations   

 14.00-17.00 Producing story book/report  
17.00-17.30 Ending & evaluation within your tribe 
17.30-19.00 Dinner 
19.00-20.30 Interactive theatre (learning goal 6) 
 

Wednesday  9.00-10.00  Warming up & breakfast 
10.00-11.30 Starting a farm by Young farmers (Taco IJzerman) 
11.30-12.30 Producing story book/report & handing in storybook 

 14.00-15.30 Tips and tops (Evaluatie van de FEI) 
15.30 Clean room and have an icecream in the city centre 
 

Sunday 3th of Sept  Movie @ Droevendaal Common Barrack (if possible) 
 

 

The presentations and report writing is only obligatory for students who need the credits.  
The other students are making a storybook instead. 
Please come to us during the FEI if you need your credits before September 1st.  
 
farmexperienceinternship@gmail.com  
farmexperienceinternship.wordpress.com  
Elske Hageraats:  00316 48 66 35 89 
Caren Krul:   00316 40 47 56 36 
 

 

 

Lunch 

Lunch 

Lunch 
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