
 

FARM EXPERIENCE INTERNSHIP 
 

Dear student, 

 

Farm Experience Internship (FEI) is an internship that has the main objective to bring together 

practice of the farmer and theory of the student. Many universities, in Europe and around the 

world have developed courses, internships or projects of this kind, in which students go for a 

practical experience in a local farm. The results of these kind of initiative are often very 

positive, as the students can connect what they learned in the farm with their studies as well 

as develop their critical thinking. 

It is a new course/internship that is being developed at the moment by students and phDs 

(coming from different educational institutions such as Wageningen University, Van Hal 

Larenstein and Universidade Federal de Viçosa in Brasil) from different disciplines and 

backgrounds.  Wageningen University is giving support to this project through the chairgroups 

of Farming Systems Ecology and Rural Sociology. In addition, several organizations and 

companies are closely collaborating in order to provide the Farm Experience Internship with a 

more solid base. These organizations include, Boerengroep, Otherwise, Ileia, BoerenVerstand 

and De Bolster. 

Participating students go through a three stage learning process, which is the main structure of 

the farm experience internship: 

 

1. Preparation: debates, lectures, workshops etc; 

This preparation phase lasts five days. During this five days, students participate in lectures, 

workshops, debates and games which will cover diverse topics related to Agriculture such as 

agroecology, permaculture, sustainable food systems and other topics related the current 

situation of agriculture. The preparation week will be held at Droevendaal Experimental Farm 

of WUR and the shedule is full day. Lunches and dinners are cooked and eaten all together, 

therefore students can get to know each other better and a feeling of group is created. 

2. Practical experience on a Dutch Organic farm; 

After the preparation week, each student is sent to a different farm. The student works 

together with the farmer, following (as much as possible) the working rythm of the farmer 
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during 12 days. The approach is full immersion, that is to say, the student is able to aquire an 

idea of what implies working on a farm, puting all the skills and knowledge into practice.  

The farms that are involved in the Farm Experience Internship are mostly run according to 

organic agriculture. Other farms whose farmers are seeking for more sustainable management 

practices are as well included.  

3. Evaluation and collective assessment 

Finally, all the students/participants come back to the Droevendaal Experimental Farm  for a 

three day  collective evaluation as a synthesis to the experience. During this evaluation, 

students share their experience with the rest of participants and  assess their own by reflecting 

on it. 

Finally 

This course/internship will take place this Summer of 2013 for the first time, from 11th to 30th 

of August. Since the Farming Systems Ecology (FSE) group from WUR is participating in it, it will 

be possible for students to get up to 4 ECTS (which corresponds to 112 hours) when complied 

to the assignments. For non (wur) studentsparticipants, a certificate is given by the (FSE) 

group. 

We -FEI organizing team- hope we answered most of your questions in this letter. If you have 

more questions and/or want to keep updated with the progress of this internship, you can 

send us a mail to farmexperienceinternship@gmail.com. We also recommend you to have a 

look at our Facebook group for some extra information. 

See you this summer! 

Greetings from the FEI organizing team!! 

On behalf of the FEI organizing team, 

Adrian Areta (Msc student  of Organic Agriculture and intern for FEI) 

Klarien Klingen (coordinator Boerengroep) 
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