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Prelude 

“Being part of this experience changed my whole 
perspective life physically, mentally and spiritually. 
The title of this report voices my feelings completely. 
Oneness with nature is ones with god. Life is 
beautiful; when farming is part of life it is more 
beautiful.” 

- Bharathwaj. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

Contents 

S.no Heading  Pg 

A Introduction 4 

B Description 5 

C Experience 6 

D Analysis 8 

E Evaluating the experience 11 

 

 

 



4 

 

A. Introduction 

I joined this experience with no expectation and the factors pulling me through 
the whole experience were beyond human presence and the motive of the whole 
event. There was so much energy in the group of organizers and such openness 
for conducting a participatory event for a golden cause is truly commendable. 
The energy pulled me in and pulled me through even if it had a few speed 
breakers here and there. It changed so many things in my life. I lost my 
loneliness and personal worries through this socialization. All the guys were 
like brothers and sisters and not like educational committee members. The event 
was planned and accelerated twice after each meeting in after each constructive 
gathering. There was no loose talk and time and money were being properly 
being consumed. 

The build up as started was intense yet I didn’t know what to expect out of the 
internship. The preparatory phase arrived with different professors lecturing us 
on different topics from agro-ecology to European legislation on agriculture. 
The preparatory phase was just not about lectures like any other course it had a 
lot more to it. People were divided into tribes with group activities and 
responsibilities for the day and each person had a say in every activity 
organized by FEI. Even the lectures were extremely interactive and comprised 
of a sequence of exchange of dialogues in contrast to the contemporary lectures.  
One the third day of the preparatory phase we had to go to a dairy farm by 
bicycle which was a 40 minute ride. The journey was beautiful with forest trees 
around but seldom did I realise that what I was going to change the whole 
perspective of my life. Tears trickled down my eyes I don’t know for what 
reason but it gave me a realization. The bonding between the farmer and his 
farm is far beyond scientific research. When the world is running beyond what 
they have no idea about and war is the breakeven point then peace is its eternal 
solution. I found my peace in the farming life and decided I’ll be a farmer in life 
pretty soon. The joy of bliss is not by feeding oneself but feeding a population. 
Below is a picture of me happily cooking for my friends during the experience. 
I was assigned a Csa farm in Nieuw Ronde, Wageningen. I presumed that 
farming was difficult but I didn’t know how difficult it could be. I was really 
looking forward to it. 
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Figure1: Cooking 

 

 

B. Description  

Though it was called as the Nieuw Ronde it was not new to me. I saw it totally 
bare on my first visit there in peak winter somewhere early February. I had 
some pre-conceived idea about the farm and the farmer was telling a lot of 
things about how it could look in summer harvest, yet it was so dry and bare 
that I didn’t buy into it. The farmers Peter and Klass were known to us through 
a lecture in the University where the concept of CSA farm and how their CSA 
farm functions was described in the University.  They were vegetable farmers 
with about 1.5 hectares of land maintained by each other. The spring arrived 
and things started to look a little better in both the farms. The life of the soil was 
transferred to the life of the plant in a beautiful harmonious fashion Peter had 
bought a few chickens to help him with additional resources of eggs and 
chicken manure. In the summer the whole farm had all the plants beautiful, fit 
and completely my notion about the functioning of the farm. All the plants were 
erect and in their prime. I could see the customers harvesting with happiness 
and satisfaction. Me and Adrian sat down to have a meeting with farmers on 
how they could help in the process of gaining hands on experience in farming 
and also help them with little bit in the whole process. The farmers were 
extremely friendly with cranky vibes making jokes about everything during our 
tea session. We were given alternate days to work in both farms and the work 
included everything weeding, planting and harvesting. Peter’s place had a work 
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person; she helped him in his farm maintenance and farm activities. Klass had 
volunteers who helped him in the process. The farms had quite a few vegetables 
and a few fruits .They had strawberries, raspberries, tomatoes, courgette, 
pumpkins, different beans, lettuce, spinach, corn, leek ,white and green 
asparagus , broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage types, carrots and spinach. It was 
more of individual vegetable gardens put together. Klass was an old fashioned 
farmer who did farming in a relaxed manner. He had so many weeds and cut 
them from time to time. He rested in winter when there was not much to do in 
farming. Peter was a shrewd person he was planning a lot of things and had a 
different life style. He had businesses apart from farming and was having a few 
futuristic goals about improving his economic relevance by having a green 
house, building things etc. He had is farm very clean and paid attention to 
minute detail. 

 

C. Experience 

My first job was to weed the asparagus. It looked only a few in the little bit but 
when I looked under and started doing it took one long hour and a bit of music 
in my headset did fasten up the process. The fingers got a little bit of bruises but 
it was all fine. The lunch time with Peter was amazing with the espresso coffee 
which he makes every time and it was a lot of fun chatting about a lot of things 
and some interesting aspects about his individual aspects in farming and the 
techniques he followed. Peter then showed around also his crops and how and 
when he plants and harvest them. The weed control measure using plastic sheet 
wa mighty effective as he had only a few weeds in his whole farm. Even then he 
weeds his farm quite regularly every week to have a check on them and plans 
his week every Monday and reviews them on Friday. Strawberry planting in 
Klass was like a lat workout in the gym, bending and planting every plant 
carefully. Klass’s farm had a huge amount of weeds especially when I saw the 
strawberry plants it was pathetic and his attitude to control weeds was apathetic. 
It was a sad sight to see them. Yet he was relaxed and we had to weed them a 
couple of days later and it was a nerve wrecking job weeding them. Weeding of 
raspberries was much easier with tools and machines in Klass’s place. The 
broccoli and spinach weeding was also pretty hard but nothing close to the 
strawberry weeding in Klass’s place. I would certainly recommend to any gym 
freaks out there in this world. The planting of strawberries in Peter’s place was 
complex wherein the sheet had to be cut to precise size of the field length and 
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then the small holes where cut for the straw berries to be sown. Chopsticks were 
used to prevent the holes from closing and a furrow was dug at the sheet holes 
and the straw berries were planted. It was technical and very useful. The bean 
harvesting was done in hangers were the ripe beans were removed and hung but 
since the summer was ending Peter decided to hang all his beans. Due to wind 
disturbance the hanger couldn’t last and we had to dry them in the sun. Bean 
harvesting was very interesting .I began to realize that farming is a lot technical 
and calculative and not such an easy job in fact one of the most physically and 
mentally most demanding work ever I have done. Working with the intern Paul 
in Klass’s and Peter’s farm was a very nice experience too. He taught is about 
the intuitiveness of farming and we could personally see how emotionally he 
was attached to the farms. He harvests any weed he sees even if it was his 
curfew or free time.  He felt so much attached to it like his personal farm. The 
volunteers were really happy people and joined us for lunch in the afternoons in 
Klaas’s place where they ask about the different farming techniques in our 
places and our experience here. Both the farmers were very open guys and were 
very happy to have us; atleast we believe so. The weeding of strawberries 
turned out to be hard but I gained a new experience I discovered a plant called 
as Solanum nigrum, called as Manathakkali in my native place. It was 
considered a poisonous plant here, but back home it is a medicinal plant to cure 
ulcer and I already had quite a few mouth ulcers. I made a soup out of the one 
kg of the weed which I harvested and had it for a couple of days and I lost my 
ulcers and it worked like magic. Since I had never done farming it did take a tol 
on my body and I fell ill for a couple of days and had to miss work but I will 
never forget the experience nor the tasty fruits and vegetables which we took 
home after every day’s work. 
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Figure 2:Weeding in Peter’s(left) and Klass’s place(right 

 

 

Figure 3: Strawberry planting in Peter’s place(left), Harvesting 
beans(right) 
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Figure4: Some volunteers to harvest beans            

 

 

D. Analysis  

The analysis of the farming style of Peter and Klass was done on a few criteria 
.They are:- 

1. Weed control 
2. Life style 
3. Happiness and satisfaction 
4. SWOT analysis 

To begin with since both of them were CSA farmers we need not consider their 
income criterion as they were having the same equity and a stable one out of 
farming. 

1. Weed Control 

Here the difference between farmers is so enormous like the strait of Gibraltar. 
As discussed in the previous section the use of plastic sheets and continuous and 
meticulous weeding over every week did help Peter clearly score over Klass. A 
comparison between the contrasting styles is amazing. My assumption is based 
on the fact that Peter throws his weeds far away from the farming region (near 
the boundary) , just for the reason that the seeds of the weeds don’t germinate 
again and cause further problems. On the contrary Klass has his weeds 
ploughed out and puts them next near to where they had been taken out which I 
presume causes their regeneration. The weeds keep reappearing and that is a 
huge cause of concern in Klass’s farm. 
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2. Life style 

Both the farmer shared certain styles in life and were happy to have us and were 
entertaining and entraining us with knowledge and farming fun as much as 
possible. They were ready to share their lunch with us on occasions and really 
nice people. They enjoy their weekends just like normal people. Klass even 
leaves early to join his family and have fun with kids. Peter talked about having 
fun like doing some sports and hanging out with his girlfriend, probably doing a 
barbeque on one a nice weekend. Klass clearly takes a break in winter but in 
contrast Peter believes it is a waste of time for him to do nothing in winter and 
engages in other business activities. Klass is clearly content with what he has 
but Peter isn’t it had to do with that Peter is a younger person who really wants 
to experiment things in life and Klass is a relatively experienced farmer and 
knows what he does and sticks to the plan he believes in what he is doing. 

3. Happiness and satisfaction  

This is a very important criterion. Both the farmers are very happy that they are 
farmers as it is difficult to be a farmer rather impossible when you really are not 
one hundred per cent oriented towards it. There was a way with which things 
were looked upon in economic perspective out of farming. Peter was actually 
fortunate to have Klass in helping him out in setting up a farm in the initial 
phase and gained experience by working under the same banner. Peter had other 
financial ventures and had to invest time in them too and wanted to have serious 
money to live his dreams of setting up a large scale green house among other 
ideas. He was extremely strict about quality of money and work. He had 
employees who worked with him and expected nothing less than 100% from 
them. He believes that when money gains pretence if work is not equivalent 
then it is a loss in business and farming is his chief business. He was very happy 
with one worker and dissatisfied with the other. Klass had volunteers who 
helped him out with his work and was relatively easy on them and did not care 
as much about money as Peter. He scores highly in the relaxed life style over 
Peter but personally he could be little bit shrewder. 

4. SWOT analysis 

Strength: The strengths of the farm was CSA and it had stronger customer 
orientation and value. The farm had a stable income and was doing pretty well 
in satisfying the needs and demands of its clients. 
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Weakness: Though the farm had a stable income the scope of further growth of 
the farm remained limited. As the returns were good enough for a living and not 
large enough to expand. 

Opportunities: The farmers could co-ordinate with other Csa farmers not only 
within the province but as a whole in the country .It could help them with new 
ideas, innovations and could form a strong social network among farmers. 

Threats: Though the subscription fee is low, the current recession could affect 
the number of customers as people could start looking at this from a luxury 
point of view when it is not actually calculating the annual fee split over 
months. The other threat could be if customers become lazy and start buying 
from shops the purpose of this CSA would be wasted but the current situation is 
far from this. 

Figure 5: Swot analysis 
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E. Evaluating the experience 

The evaluation phase had the wealth of interaction of people sharing their 
experience doing the SWOT analysis and writing their stories about the farm 
experience and forming a booklet ultimately. It was structured properly from 
telling out personal stories, interacting of the personal stories with groups and 
writing up the stories and forming a booklet to passing it on to the next level. 
Personally I was very fortunate this whole experience and would like to thank 
each and every one of them for making it a reality. A personal thanks to Heitor , 
Adrian, Loes, Klarein ,Pablo ,Veleuw ,Fanny ,Gaelle for organizing this event 
and all the organizations for providing financial support for this event. I am 
extremely satisfied with the whole experience and really happy with the 
sensational multi-cultural experience and phenomenal people to work in tribes. 
This article cannot end without thanking my supportive farmers who treated us 
like friends and peers and I am greatly indebted and humbled by them as a 
farmer and as a person. 

 

 

                                          Thank you ☺☺☺☺ 

 


